First Lady W ould Like 
Ford to Cut Mingling 

By Helen Thomas 
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Betty Ford said yesterday 
she wants her husband to 
h continue traveling but 
wishes he would be more 
cautious and “just stay away 
from the people. 1 * 

Mrs. Ford, her eyes flash- 
ing at some of the questions 
from reporters during a 
meeting with members of 
the Women’s Stockbroker 
Association. said that 
“perhaps there should be 
some curtailment” of her 
husband’s handshaking and 
closeness to crowds in view 
of the second assassination 
attempt against him in Cali* 
fornia. 

“Of course I want him to 
travel” she told reporters. 
“No, I don’t think he’s in 
danger. 

Asked if she had dis- 
cussed with President Ford 
the harrowing episode of 
Monday when Sara Jane 
Moore, 45, fired a shot at 
him as he left a downtown 
San Francisco hotel, she 
said: 

“Well, of course Ive 
talked to him about it I’m 
his wife.” 

Asked exactly what she 
had advised him, she 


replied: “Just stay away 
from the people — keep go- 
ing.” 

When reporters said many 
people felt there should be a 
cooling-off period and Mr. 
Ford should remain at the 
White House until tensions 
ease, Mrs. Ford said, “A lot 
of people might take that 
position but I think that it is 
important for the President, 
any candidate, to get out 
and meet the people.” 

“Perhaps there should be 
some curtailment,” she said. 
“I think he should be more 
cautious and perhaps not do 
as much hand-shaking.” 

Mrs. Ford also said she 
thought “the less publicity, 
the less would be happen- 
ing.” 

At that point the 20 or so 
women stockbrokers burst 
into applause. 

Mrs. Ford also said she 
agreed with her husband’s 
position on gun control. Mr. 
Ford opposes gun registra- 
tion. “I think if you have 
gun control, perople are go- 
ing to get them anyway,” 
she said. 

Mrs. Ford made it clear 
there had been fahiily talks 
about the President’s safety. 


